
 

iLead  
“iLead to amplify our community’s 
voice alongside our students, 
building changemakers who 
know their power and use it to 
make an impact.” 

— Kristian Luciano 

Social Studies Chair, Homestead Middle  
2027 M-DCPS Rookie Teacher of the Year  

BODY & MIND 

Leslie Trelles-Diaz is co-director of Falcon’s Nest Preschool at J.A. Ferguson Senior High. 
A 25+ year veteran educator, Ms. Trelles-Diaz teaches her high school students who are 
learning to teach the preschoolers enrolled at Falcon’s Nest. She is active in education-
related community circles, a committed student mentor, and proud M-DCPS alumna. 
Ms. Trelles-Diaz is not the only educator in her family. Her two sisters are also veteran 
educators in the District – one a culinary arts instructor and the other a CAP advisor.  
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WORKFORCE WIRE 

To view all May observations, including Teacher Appreciation Month, Week and Day, click here. As a 
reminder, all Miami-Dade County public schools, as well as Region and District offices, will be closed 

Monday, May 25 in observance of Memorial Day.  

Hot Off the Wire  
Liberty City Elementary School Principal La-
mar Johnson (left) was named Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools (M-DCPS) 2026 Prin-
cipal of the Year. Since becoming principal 
five years ago, the school has achieved an 
impressive turnaround from a “C” school to 
an “A” rating. Math proficiency rose from 
28% to 72%, and ELA from 32% to 48%.  

Dr. Andre Jackson (right) of Miami Jackson 
Senior High School won the top honor of As-
sistant Principal of the Year. When he ar-
rived in 2022, Miami Jackson was a “C” 
school and is now a “B” school. Also during 
his tenure, the graduation rate increased 
from 80% to 96%. 

Read more about their here. 

Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death in the United 
States. Take action for your 

and prevent heart dis-
ease today. Click here to watch 
a video from The Heart Truth® 
of the National Institutes of 
Health. 
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http://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/268/Guides/WIRE%20May%202026%20Calendar.pdf
https://news.dadeschools.net/cmnc/new/37756
https://youtu.be/yPNBwFctCu4?si=JkU8SzeY6zgV_Lzv
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Leading in  

Our District leads the nation with a total of 60 NAF Dis-
tinguished career academies and three Model career 
academies. This year, M-DCPS reached this new 
achievement by adding nine new academies to its list of 
Distinguished NAF career academies. 

This year’s additions make 75% of the District’s NAF 
academies now Distinguished, the highest proportion 
among large districts nationwide, that is, those with 
15 or more academies. 

Read more about it here. 

Open 

PDF 
for links! 

on the Menu 

The District’s 2nd Annual Food Show has been 
featured in Served Digizine, a national digital 
publication focused on child nutrition, school food 
service, and industry innovation. M-DCPS’ Department 
of Food and Nutrition engaged nearly 600 students 
districtwide and 60 food vendors for students to taste 
and evaluate potential new menu items, directly 
informing the District’s menu development process. 

The third-party publication highlights M-DCPS’ 
commitment to student-centered decision-making. 
Access the publication here. 

During the first 2026 NAF Quarterly 
Board of Directors Meeting at Hialeah 
Gardens Senior High  

https://news.dadeschools.net/cmnc/new/37746
https://nxtgennetwork.serveddigizine.com/Culinary-Excellence-3-2026/28/

